














who receive 30 hours of instruction, all
of it either hands-on or in groups of
three to four people per educator.

OCES has also published the new
“Oklahoma Basic Meat Goat Manual,
with full text available free online, to
give new producers the latest infor-
mation on all aspects of meat goat
production.

In addition to these resources,
both the Kerr Center and Langston
University maintain extensive online
resources related to meat goat pro-
duction, and frequently host work-
shops and field days on the topic.

Getting the Right Price

Even mastering every aspect of
meat goat production is still only
part of the battle. Marketing presents
another major component of any
operation.

Just as with parasite control, in
marketing, too, the southeastern
region offers its own unique chal-
lenges. In this case, those challenges
are structural rather than climatic.
Large-scale meat goat slaughtering
and processing facilities are few and
far between.

With the recent closure of one
such facility in San Angelo, two major
plants in Connecticut and New Jersey
now handle a large share of all meat
goats produced east of the Rockies.

At smaller auctions not fre-
quented by these plants’
buyers, meat goat producers
may receive half or less the
price offered at a larger sale.
In an effort to level that
playing field, area producers
recently formed a steering
committee to investigate the feasibility
of a statewide meat goat marketing
cooperative. The co-op’s goal would
be to assemble enough goats at one
time and place to fill a truck headed
for one of the large east-coast pro-
cessing facilities, and thus receive the
higher price.

The steering committee held its
first meeting in McAlester on May 19.
It plans to create and distribute a
survey to Oklahoma meat goat pro-
ducers to learn more about their oper-
ations and needs.

For more information, interested
producers can contact James “J.J.”
Jones, Area Agricultural Economist
with OCES, at 580.332.7011 or
jj.jones@okstate.edu.

The Kerr Center and its collaborators
are demonstrating that with sustainable
management, meat goats can thrive in
the southeast, opening up new avenues
for sustaining small farms throughout
the region.

Sources

Solaiman, S.D. 2007. Assessment
of the meat goat industry and future
outlook for U.S. small farms.
www.agmrc.org/media/cms/USGoatPr
oductionFinal_E1367962C32D1.pdf

USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service. Census of
Agriculture. www.agcensus.usda.gov

Further
Information

Kerr Center Meat Goat
Resource Pages
www.kerrcenter.com/stewardship/
goats.html

Langston University Kiko de la
Garza Institute for Goat Research
www?2.luresext.edu/goats/index.htm

Oklahoma Commercial Meat Goat
Forage Performance Test
(includes rationale, rules, schedule,
entry forms) www.kerrcenter.com/
stewardship/goats.html
oklagoats.com/2008BuckTest.aspx

Oklahoma Commercial Meat Goat
Forage Performance Test Blog
(updates on current test in
progress)
osukerrbucktest.typepad.com

Oklahoma Basic Meat Goat Manual
(text online)
meatgoat.okstate.edu

Oklahoma State University
Oklahoma Cooperative
Extension Service

Oklahoma Meat Goat

Production Website

(Includes information on Oklahoma
Meat Goat Boot Camp)
www.oklagoats.com
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CALENDAR: SUMMER/FALL EVENTS

FIELD DAY:
Organic Agriculture
July 14 - Lane

The 2009 Organic Agriculture Field
Day will feature presentations by
specialists from Wes Watkins
Research Center, the Kerr Center,
and ARS, on topics including
getting and keeping organic
certification, organic production
practices, drip irrigation, and
challenges in organic production.
The event is free, but registration
is required by July 7 to reserve a
place at the evening meal.

(See p.5.)

USDA

WORKSHOPS:

Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) and Sustainable Pest
Control

July 16 - Stillwater

July 20 - Tulsa

July 27 - Oklahoma City

Experts from OSU Extension and
the Kerr Center for Sustainable
Agriculture will teach these work-
shops on money-saving pest man-
agement strategies for small-scale
vegetable producers. Registration
costs $15 and includes an evening
meal. Pre-registration is required
one week in advance of the
desired date. (See p. 2.

FIELD DAY:
Freshwater Prawns
September 12 - Cashion

Cashion farmer Jeremy Eaton
welcomes visitors to observe and
learn as he harvests freshwater
prawns (shrimp) from the pond on
his farm northwest of Oklahoma
City. Eaton received a 2008
Oklahoma Producer Grant from
the Kerr Center to demonstrate
the feasibility of raising shrimp in
farm ponds as an additional
income source for Oklahoma
farmers. (See p.5.)

WORKSHOPS:

How to Build a Hoophouse
September 26 - Poteau
October 10 - Stratford

Oklahoma Producer Grant
recipients Tod and Jamie Hanley
of Trebuchet Gardens in Norman
will repeat one of the Kerr Center’s
most popular workshops of 2008,
explaining and demonstrating
their low-cost method of hoop
house construction. These hands-
on workshops involve participants
directly in all stages of hoop house
construction. (See p. 4.

The Kerr Center for

Nonprofit Organization
USS. Postage

PAID

Poteau, Ok 74953
PERMIT No. 64

Sustainable Agriculture, Inc.
P.O. Box 588
Poteau, OK 74953

Return Service Requested



