Using almost anyone's
definition, concerns for
sustainability imply concerns
for the long run, for
intergenerational equity —
meeting the needs of our
current generation while
leaving equal or better
opportunities for those of
generations to follow.

The three cornerstones of
sustainable agriculture —
ecological soundness,
economic viability, and social
responsibility— rest upon a
foundation of intergenerational
equity. Sustainability applies
the Golden Rule across

generations.

— John E. lkerd from

"Sustaining America's Rural Communities"
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PREFACE

Two Roads

What will American agriculture be like in
the new century?

It depends on which road we take. If we
continue down the road we have been
traveling, there won't be much of a future in
farming or ranching. This road leads us to a
dead end- a place where there are fewer
independent farmers, where there are scant
profits, and many environmental headaches.
With the farmers gone, rural communities will
be hard-pressed to support schools and
businesses.

But there is another road, a better road, to
travel into the future. This is the road we
decided to explore at our Future Farms
conference on February 8 and 9, 2000, in
Oklahoma City. It is our hope at the Kerr
Center that this road will lead us to a place of
independent, profitable family farms and
ranches, where families protect the environ-
ment and conserve natural resources. These
farms will grow a variety of crops marketed in
ways that return the maximum profit to the
producer, while providing consumers with
healthy choices. Some of the farmers along
this new road will be adding value to their
crops, forming cooperatives, and finding new
ways to make agriculture work for them.

This brave new world of profitable, envi-
ronmentally-friendly agriculture will support
thriving rural towns, where children receive a

good education and can choose to stay in the

community, even choose to be farmers, a
choice not easy to make today.

It was a privilege for the Kerr Center to
present this distinguished line-up of farmers,
ranchers, researchers, and educators from
Oklahoma and around the United States who
were able to point us in the right direction.
These are folks who have already started
down this better road into the future.

Oklahoma is a state populated by the
descendants of hardy, independent people-
pioneers of all races and ethnic backgrounds
and Native Americans from a myriad of
tribes— who started a new life in a new "land of
the red people," as Oklahoma means in
Choctaw. Oklahomans know all about hard
roads— from the Trail of Tears to the Dust Bowl
migration along Route 66. In the past one
hundred years, the farmers and ranchers of
Oklahoma have suffered from the uncertainties
of weather, prices, and government policy. But
they have also raised many abundant crops
and love for the land remains strong.

We at the Kerr Center hope that this
conference helped those who attended (or you
who read these Proceedings) gather ideas and
inspiration for the journey down this new road

in a new century.

Jim Horne, Ph.D.
President and CEO

Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture



